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(a) Conditions regarding vessels. 
(b) Applicability of other laws. 

1423. Records, audits, and public disclosure. 
(a) Records and audits. 
(b) Submission of data and information. 
(c) Public disclosure. 

1424. Monitoring of activities of licensees and per-
mittees. 

1425. Relinquishment, surrender, and transfer of li-
censes and permits. 

(a) Relinquishment and surrender. 
(b) Transfer. 

1426. Public notice and hearings. 
(a) Required procedures. 
(b) Adjudicatory hearing. 

1427. Civil actions. 
(a) Equitable relief. 
(b) Notice. 
(c) Costs and fees. 
(d) Relationship to other law. 

1428. Reciprocating states. 
(a) Designation. 
(b) Effect of designation. 
(c) Notification. 
(d) Revocation of reciprocating state 

status. 
(e) Authorization. 
(f) International consultations. 

SUBCHAPTER II—TRANSITION TO 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT 

1441. Declaration of Congressional intent. 
1442. Effect of international agreement. 
1443. Protection of interim investments. 
1444. Disclaimer of obligation to pay compensa-

tion. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ENFORCEMENT AND 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

1461. Prohibited acts. 
1462. Civil penalties. 

(a) Assessment of penalty. 
(b) Review of civil penalty. 
(c) Action upon failure to pay assess-

ment. 
(d) Compromise or other action by the 

Administrator. 
1463. Criminal offenses. 

(a) Offense. 
(b) Punishment. 

1464. Enforcement. 
(a) Responsibility. 
(b) Powers of authorized officers. 
(c) Definitions. 
(d) Proprietary information. 

1465. Liability of vessels. 
1466. Civil forfeitures. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Jurisdiction of courts. 
(c) Judgment. 
(d) Procedure. 
(e) Rebuttable presumption. 

1467. Jurisdiction of courts. 
1468. Regulations. 

(a) Proposed regulations. 
(b) Final regulations. 
(c) Amendments. 
(d) Consistency. 

1469. Biennial report. 
(a) Submission of reports. 
(b) Contents. 

1470. Authorization of appropriations. 
1471. Severability. 
1472. Deep Seabed Revenue Sharing Trust Fund; es-

tablishment. 
(a) Creation of Trust Fund. 
(b) Transfer to Trust Fund of amounts 

equivalent to certain taxes. 
(c) Management of Trust Fund. 
(d) Expenditures from Trust Fund. 

(e) Use of funds. 
(f) International deep seabed treaty. 

1473. Revenue and customs or tariff treatment of 
deep seabed mining unaffected. 

§ 1401. Congressional findings and declaration of 
purpose 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) the United States’ requirements for hard 

minerals to satisfy national industrial needs 
will continue to expand and the demand for 
such minerals will increasingly exceed the 
available domestic sources of supply; 

(2) in the case of certain hard minerals, the 
United States is dependent upon foreign 
sources of supply and the acquisition of such 
minerals from foreign sources is a significant 
factor in the national balance-of-payments po-
sition; 

(3) the present and future national interest 
of the United States requires the availability 
of hard mineral resources which is independ-
ent of the export policies of foreign nations; 

(4) there is an alternate source of supply, 
which is significant in relation to national 
needs, of certain hard minerals, including 
nickel, copper, cobalt, and manganese, con-
tained in the nodules existing in great abun-
dance on the deep seabed; 

(5) the nations of the world, including the 
United States, will benefit if the hard mineral 
resources of the deep seabed beyond limits of 
national jurisdiction can be developed and 
made available for their use; 

(6) in particular, future access to the nickel, 
copper, cobalt, and manganese resources of the 
deep seabed will be important to the industrial 
needs of the nations of the world, both devel-
oped and developing; 

(7) on December 17, 1970, the United States 
supported (by affirmative vote) the United Na-
tions General Assembly Resolution 2749 (XXV) 
declaring inter alia the principle that the min-
eral resources of the deep seabed are the com-
mon heritage of mankind, with the expecta-
tion that this principle would be legally de-
fined under the terms of a comprehensive 
international Law of the Sea Treaty yet to be 
agreed upon; 

(8) it is in the national interest of the United 
States and other nations to encourage a wide-
ly acceptable Law of the Sea Treaty, which 
will provide a new legal order for the oceans 
covering a broad range of ocean interests, in-
cluding exploration for and commercial recov-
ery of hard mineral resources of the deep sea-
bed; 

(9) the negotiations to conclude such a Trea-
ty and establish the international regime gov-
erning the exercise of rights over, and explo-
ration of, the resources of the deep seabed, re-
ferred to in General Assembly Resolution 2749 
(XXV) are in progress but may not be con-
cluded in the near future; 

(10) even if such negotiations are completed 
promptly, much time will elapse before such 
an international regime is established and in 
operation; 

(11) development of technology required for 
the exploration and recovery of hard mineral 


